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• Higher-literate readers 
had a frontal negativity 
for SCE. 
• Lower-literate readers 
did not show significant 
frontal ERP effects.

• Higher-literate, but not 
lower-literate, readers 
showed cost of predic-
tion at the target word 
(SCU>WCU).
• Lower-literate readers 
had persistent difficulty 
when targets were unex-
pected or in weakly con-
straining contexts. 

• Higher-literate read-
ers had a N400 pattern 
similar to that of young 
college readers.
• Lower-literate read-
ers showed expectancy 
effect for the strongly 
but not weakly con-
straining context. 


