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RATIONALE RESULTS

Relative to younger adults, older readers tend to allocate time for conceptual integration (“wrap up”) more frequently during Eye Tracking Measures
language processing (Stine, 1990; Miller & Stine-Morrow, 1998). This has been hypothesized to be a self-regulatory strategy that
enables effective processing in the face of age-related declines in working memory capacity (e.g., Stine-Morrow, Miller, & Hertzog,
2006).

In the current study, we directly tested this notion by measuring eye movements as participants read passages in which syntactic
structure was manipulated so as to increase the salience of early boundaries (while holding conceptual load constant). We hypothesized

First Fixation Duration (FFD): Duration of the first fixation on a word; Total Fixation Duration (TFD): Total fixation time on a word
Regressions-In (RGI): Probability of being a “landing spot” from a regression; Regressions-Out (RGO): Probability of being a “launch site’
for a regression
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Older and younger adults’ resource allocation to conceptual integration was differentially influenced by the salience of syntactic boundaries:

g p « Older adults wrap-up more frequently when given strong syntactic boundary markers; this behavior leads to reductions in downstream processing load
i | i if\h Regressive eye movements among younger and older readers were similarly influenced by boundary salience:
A28 c ol « Readers were more likely to regress to Unmarked boundaries, suggesting less salient wrap-up points are more frequently the target of processing demands to “pay later” by
re-reading.
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